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Threat to press-
threat to society

According to the 2016 ‘World Press Freedom Index’ released by
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) India ranks an abysmally low at
133 among 180 countries. The release further states that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi seems “indifferent” to the threats
against journalists. Though improved from the previous year as
India jumped three spots from the 136th position it had in 2015,
the scenario still presents a bleak picture regarding the safety
and security of the journalists across the country. The situation
does not fare any better in our own state of Manipur.

Threats from the mushrooming armed separatist groups in the
state is nothing new, and there have even been instances where
the media fraternity have suspended publications to mark their
protests against unwarranted threats and intimidation which is
seen as an attempt to suppress the freedom of the press and the
right of the public to avail timely and correct information. Though
the situation could be expectantly termed as improving, the safety
and security of the journalists who often have to work at odd
hours collecting news from often dangerous zones and conflict
situations cannot be assured. There have also been sporadic
veiled insinuations from the high and the powerful rulers of the
land when reports threatening to expose their sordid underhand
dealings or that of their dear and near ones are published. The
state, like the rest of the country have also witnessed blatant
abuse of power when the press was stonewalled by the state
authorities on a series of narcotics smuggling cases which made
obvious the firm grip certain individuals with power and influence
have on the system and the government. though there have not
been an outright curb on the freedom of the press, it has been
experienced more times than one would care to keep tract the
fact that various components of the society- the state
government, the armed separatist groups, civil society
organizations and individuals have tried to arm-twist the press
into downplaying or exaggerating reports according to their
conveniences, and the trend is unfortunately going on.

While there have been instances of the media playing favorites,
the fact remains that there is a very big platform for the
disgruntled public to bring up the issue, and there is no way such
issues will be distorted or played down. Leaving aside the
unintentional mistakes and errors of details, one can say with
certainty that the media in the state has been trying to uphold
the sanctity of journalism, and the biggest challenge to that is
standing our ground against severe criticisms and threats of
bodily harm. The media is not any party’s or individual’s
mouthpiece. It is a medium for mirroring the society in its
starkness, without distortions or justifications. When the
pureness of the image gets tampered with, then everybody stands
to lose- be it the mighty, powerful, daring, influential, wealthy
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The Government of India’ commented on this ‘non-territorial’ Manipur-Nagaland in particular increasing division and acrimony
acknowledgement of the uniqueapproach to resolve the presentvhile allowing our people to coexist between the people in Manipur
history and situation of the Nagasdemand of the Nagas for some kincas neighbours. valley and the surrounding Hill
is according to me, an affirmation of a common platform to administer Federalism and democracy A tribes.

of Naga integration. The land thatthem. relook at Sate systems Having recently read about it,
belongs to the Naga people will Within this broad imagination of a Another important point that | want social scientists and researchers
belong to themwherever they are'non-territorial’ model includes talk to pick out from Dr Lokendra are probably right when they state
and under whatever administrativeof a ‘Pan-Naga Hoho’, Supra-Statespeech that he made at thehat historical forces over the
setup they may come under body and many more, including theinauguration of the Nagarchives centuries, including British rule are
This is the reality disclosure by Padmanabhaiah of & Research Centre Dimapur onalso to be blamed for the unequal
That Nagas of Manipur have beenpossible Naga Regional Council. November 7, 2015, is the one whereelation between the hill and the
living in Manipur for ages in Of course, till now no clarity exists he has mentioned about Manipuwalley. As AK Ray in a research
peaceful co-existence with the otheron the specifics of how to evolve aas a “historically established entity” paper titled “EthnicityA Manipur
communities, including the Meiteis, system that works on the groundand how the “the issue of ethnicCase” points out thatiti the field
this is also a reality we should notThe parties to the currentrelations had become mired withof politics, administration, law
forget easily negotiation, i.e., the Government ofissues of the modern stase’ and religion the hill people were
The so called demand for ‘Greaterindia and the NSCN (IM), | am sure inability to design a multi-ethnic, kept apart from the re%t

Nagalim’ or integration of Naga would have studied the matter in-multi-cultural and multi-linguistic Despite all these historical flaws
areas has been a subject of hugdepth on the so called ‘non-polity and community..” that were inherited, | must also
public interest as also the subjecterritorial model'. Correct me if | am wrong but what | point out the observation made by
of intense media and public Similar to the ‘non-territorial model’ understand here is that theSir James Johnstone, political
scrutiny. This topic is bound to is the idea that has evolved innumerous challenges that Manipunfficer of Manipur for several
generate renewed interest given th&urope, of ‘cross-border regions’.is presently faced with, including years, who wrote about the
recent ‘FrameworRgreementthat According to the Madrid the aspiration of various sections‘remarkable aptitude the
was signed by the Government ofConvention which provides a legalof people, will require an appropriateManipuris possess or have for
India’s Interlocutor R.N Ravi and framework for its establishment inresponse that goes beyond theealing with the hill-tribes It is
Th.Muivah, the Chief Negotiator of Europe, the basic purpose of ‘crosspresent constitutional arrangementsaid that the Burmese tried in vain
the National Socialist Council of border regions’ is to deepen andwithout going into the specifics, to subdue th&angkhuls And as
Nagalim (or NSCN-IM). broaden integration through crossthe present state of affairs instated in Johnstonebook, in one
And so whether we like it or not, border institution or cooperation Manipur | believe requires acase, a force of seven hundred
the question of Naga integration iswithout the need to redraw ‘tectonic shift’ somewhere. men that were sent against them,
of immense importance to the peacénternational or state boundaries. And as Dr Lokendra alluded to inwere entirely destroyed. Howeyer
process with both past (during theThe reasons for the attention giverhis speech, the need to design as the Manipuris advanced, the
NNC time) and present talks (with to cross-border cooperation inmulti-ethnic polity is demanded by different tribes quietly submitted.
the NSCN-IM) with the Government Europe should be seen in itsthe vey natue of Manipufs There was peace and order

of India, having underscored thishistorical background. Many geography and polity nursed sinceCan we reclaim that era of peace
point in their agenda. centuries of wars havecreatedts ancient history and their and order?

Even the 16-Poimigreement, onthe Europe$ present boundaries. Inemergence into the globalizedPower politics and aspirations all
basis of which Nagaland State wasnany parts of Europe political world of today. change with time and it is no
formed, has a clause calledboundaries have created unnaturarlhis for me is a fitting analysis of exception to Manipur and the
‘Consolidation of Contiguous Naga divisions in ethnic and cultural everything that is going on in people who live here. But the
Areas’ where the then Naga leadersegions. TheNagas in India andManipur. More importantly it fundamental thing that should not
who were signatories to the Burma or the Kurds in the Middle- points to the need to explore ancthange is fraternity and to live in
agreement expressed the view thaEast are similar cases. write new political alternatives. peaceful co-existence. This
“other Nagas inhabiting It is quite clear that the Naga casélo give the benefit of doubt, applies to the Meiteis, Kukis,
contiguous areas should befor unification of its contiguous Manipur is perhaps one of the fewNagas.We need to restore that
enabled to join the new State”lands for now will have to come States in India with both a multi- relationship—to live in peace and
(Nagaland). through a similar innovation of a ethnic demography andamity but perhaps in a new
You will understand therefore thatcross-border arrangement. Thegeography and therefore posegolitical arrangement.

there is a basis to the present claimguestion now is if Nagas are willing its own challenge when it comesAnd so coming back to the
and the position taken by the Nagao bagain for suchan eventualjity to governing the State. It is notquestion of a political alternative—
people on this issue. will the people ilPAssam, Manipur surprising to witness so manya way forward has to be found to
I want to quote herefrom an articleandArunachal Pradesh also comeupheavals taking place inend the vicious cycle of strife and

or plain desperados. appearing in the online news portal half way to support such a move toManipur,  especially  the unrestin Manipur(To be contd...)
" The Quint datedugust 13, 2015. create a non-territorial model. MANIPUR LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Former Union Home Secretar¢  This is a way forward—on how a
61 MagnItUde Quaké’ﬁerShOCkS Padmanabhaiah, also  the'non-territorial’ or even say ‘cross-
Shake Northwest N|Caragua Government of India interlocutor border regional’ model can be SECRERRIAT
for the Naga peace talks betweerworked out that best suits the|
Nicaragua, June 10:A strong 6.1 It was followed by four weaker 1999 and 2009 had this to say present reality of the Nagas, thei NOTIFICATION
magnitude earthquake and at leasaftershocks over the course of abouta possible solution that has beenneighbours and the working of Imphal. the 9 June. 2016
four major aftershocks shookanhourUSGS said. suggested to them is the creatiorindian federalism. p ’ ’
northwestern Nicaragua on“The quake was feltalmost throughoubf a Naga Regional Council — As a Naga commentatoyou may . . i
Thursday night, triggering panicthe ~ country’  government comprising representatives from all question some of the arguments puft NO- 1/13(6)/2014-LA(E)/Rctt.: Itis hereby informed to all the candidates
among residents and damagingpokeswoman and First Lady Rosarignajor Naga tribes in the North East forward. My intention is simply to | Who have failed to appear the viva-voce for direct recruitment tq the
some homes, officials said. Murillo said, calling it “unusually —which should be consulted by theencourage an informed dialogug POSt of CompositoiSecurity man and Security woman in the Manipur
There were no immediate reportsstrong.” She urged residents to stayoncerned state governments orand greater understanding on thi$ -egislativeAssembly Secretariat due to the present law and order
of casualties. The quake struck atalm, wamning of the threat of morematters relating to the socio- particular issue so that some Situation in the state that the viva-voce for the above posts will be
9:25 pm (0325 GMT), centered 17aftershocks. economic development of Nagaformulations can be worked out. | held on the date time given below :
kilometers (10.5 miles) east of As of lateThursdaythere had been attribes living in those states” We have seen thus far that whethelr, -
Puerto Morazan near theleast80 smallaftershocks, Murilo saidComing from someone like it is for the Meiteis or Nagas, the| | S-NO-| Name of posts Date Time
Honduras border at a depth of 1050me homes were damaged but theadmanabhaiah, the longestintegration’ question, which-ever ]
kilometers, according to the were no immediate reports of deathserving interlocutor for the Naga way you would like to interpret it | |1 Compositor 16-06-2016 11:00am
United Sates Geological Survey or injuries, she said. peace talks, the above proposafrom, is an emotive issue and so i .
appears to be credible and a distindis all the more necessary that we |2 Security man/woman|  16-06-2016 11:30am
X _REGI_STER TOL_J_‘]ARA_GANI pgzzlbc;lrllt)gnsf:;ttﬁaaldm:ni?jt;gaghal;i‘ath:glg \évgnboeurt;r:i%snt cwairte'zwaﬂf All the candidates are, therefore, informed to appear for the said yiva-
SocialWarriors Manipur (SWM) hairiba Online whatsapp group jasi - ; istirbi : voce on the date and time as shown above and collect admitcard on or
i : i . a Regional Council has beendisturbing peaceful coexistenées . .
athuba matamda state level gi thakta register toujaragani. Kanagul M P Ny A before the scheduled date without fail.
objection toubiningba singna date 15/06/2016 faobagi manungda SWA{99ested to the NSCN (IM) aa * | seeit, if you bring in party politics Sd/-
i office ta lakpinaba khang haniari. possible solution” to the question or take extreme and exclusive
giol p g hanj h ; i i i (G Tapankumar Sharma)
Sdl- of Naga integration. positions then it will bgcome very Denuty S v (Ad
Kaminikumar Keisham To add to what the former difficult to resolve this problem M epul VL eprle ?’é’é m”t)’i
Convenor SWM interlocutor has disclosed and in theconfronting us. anipur Legislativé\ssembly
Head Ofice : Yairipok Bazar light of the present inability to Can we therefore look at a ‘middle-
. redraw state boundaries, thepath’ solution in the context of the MANIPUR LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
suggestion of a ‘non-territorial Naga peace process? That is a
WHENEV%%&%E{ES&.FSc?&?%‘ﬁﬁ‘fg#g? MINING model’ has been put forward for question | put before you. SECRERRIAT
’ quite some time now as a wayls it possible that without
A SOLUTION FOR EVERY CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT forward in the ongoing Indo-Naga disturbing ~ existing ~ State NOTIFICATION
- - - peace talks. boundaries, a federal solution
# t‘ 1 e ?-1 1'3 ) For instance, Late B8erghese, a through a non-territorial approach Imphal’ the 9 ‘]une’ 2016
S . i much respected Indian journalistcan be worked out for the Nagas o . . X
REM], LIMETED m y had suggested a non-territorialManipur, Assam andArunachal | NO-1/13(6)/2014-LA(E)/Rctt.. Itis hereby informed to all the candidates
} : approach that would strengthen thePradesh in India and those easterp aready appeared for speed test (Computer typing) for direct recruitment
& B &- —-_ Naga way of life and would not Nagas in Burma? to the post of LDAIN the Manipur LegislativAssembly Secretarial
Automobile Engineering Works-1 affect the integrity of other states. Having studied and analysed thig held from 17-05-2016 to 24-05-2016 that the viva-voce for the said post
=R K WORKSHOP = He is also reported to havecomplex and sensitive issue, my Willbe held from 14-06-2016 to 15-06-2016.
New Checkon Road, Purana Rajbari recommended the formation of aown opinion is that for nowthe -
Imphal East, ‘Naga Regional Council’ that would next best bargain for Nagas is tq | SHNo.| RollNo. Date Time
Manipur - 795 001 have given the Nagas, beyondhave some form of localized
present Nagaland state, some saintegration as defined underticle L 110200 14-06-2016 11:00am
in non-political areas like culture 244A along with perhaps the idea| 2 2010423 15.06-2016 "y
. P and social mores. of a SpeciaRdministrative Region g o {00ar
Authorised dealer BEML lelted Noted anthropologist B K Roy and one that does not disturb thg . . .
(A Government of India Mini Ratna Company under Ministry of Defence) Burman, has gone on to suggest thexisting State boundaries. All the candidates are, .therefore, informed to appear fO( the said yiva-
creation of an institution modelled | am sure some formulations will| VOce on the date and time as shown above without fail.
Letters, Feedback and Suggestionsto ‘lmphal Times’ on the Saami Council, similar to thehave to be worked out. If we can da Sd/-
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. case of the Saami people living inthis, it will also lead to the larger (G Tapankumar Sharma)
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